Microfluidic generation of microgels from synthetic and natural polymers.
In this tutorial review we discuss recent advances in the application of microfluidics for the generation of microgels from synthetic and biological polymers. We summarize advantages and drawbacks of the current methods used in microfluidic synthesis and assembly of polymer microgels. Continuous microfluidic encapsulation of cells is discussed as an exemplary application of the microgels. The article is finalized with a perspective on future research in the field. The article will be of interest to chemists, cell biologists, pharmacologists, and medicinal chemists.